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ADVERTISEMENT 


^  ^  EIE  Subjedt  of  this  Eflay  has  engaged 
the  attention  of  the  whole  British 


Nation  for  many  years,  both  at  home  and 
aoroad,  and  is  now  under  the  confideration 
of  the  Legillature  j  for  which  reafon  it  is 
prefumed,  that  a  republication  of  this  very 
feafonable  account,  which  has  been  univer- 
fally  efteemed  and  approved  of,  may  be  as 
acceptable  as  it  is  interefling  to  the  Public, 


. 


I 


ON  THE 


TRADE 


O  F  T  H  E 

N  O  R  T  FI  E  R  N  COLONIES,  &c. 


IN  things  which  concern  the  intereft  of 
our  native  country  in  general,  every  per- 
fon  feems  to  have  a  right  to  give  his  fen- 
timents ;  or  at  leaft  may  be  permitted,  mo- 
deftly  to  examine  the  fubje<5t,  and  propofe 
his  advice  •,  and  although  the  queftion  in 
debate,  may,  in  general,  be  much  better 
managed  by  abler  hands,  yet  fome  hints,  that 
are  new,  fome  thoughts  which  are  ufeful, 

B  will 
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win  be  brought  to  light  by  feveral  attempts, 
which  had  e leaped  the  notice  of  the  moft 
fagacious  writer.  This  is  not  only  defigned 
as  an  apology  for  the  prefent  attempt,  but 
alfo  to  encourage  others  to  endeavour  to  ferve 
their  country  in  the  bed  manner  they  can, 
though  they  may  not  be  able  to  do  it  with 
the  fame  (l  ength  or  delicacy  as  others  j  it 
being  a  poor  excufe  for  notlerving  the  public 

at  all,  becaufe  we  are  not  able  to  do  it  fo 
effedually  as  we  may  defire. 

The  Commerce  of  the  Britifh  Northern 
Colonies  in  America,  is  fo  peculiarly  cir- 
cumftanced,  and  from  permanent  caufes,  fo 
perplexed  and  embarrafTed,  that  it  is  a  bu- 
finefs  of  great  difficulty  to  inveffigate  it,  and 
put  it  in  any  tolerable  point  of  light,  fo  that 
it  may  be  underftood ;  this  perhaps  may  be 
the  caufe  why  fo  little  hath  been  attempted, 
and  dill  lets  eflected,  in  this  intricate  though 
very  interediog  inquiry. 


That 


That  which  mo  ft  particularly  and  unhap¬ 
pily  diftinguifhes  mod  of  thefe  Northern 
Britifh  Colonies,  from  all  others,  either 
Britifh,  or  any  other  nation,  is,  that  the  foil 
and  climate  of  them,  is  incapable  of  pro¬ 
ducing  almoft  any  thing  which  will  ferve  to 
fend  direitly  home  to  the  Mother  Country. 

Yet  notwithdanding  this  fatal  difad  vantage, 
their  fituation  and  circumftances  are  fuch,  as 
to  be  obliged  to  take  off,  and  confume  greater 

quantities  of  Britifh  Manu failures,  than  any 
other  Colonies ;  their  long  cold  winters, 
call  for  much  cloathing,  but  their  deep  and 
lading  fnows,  make  it  impoffible  to  keep 
fheep,  and  thereby  procure  wool  to  fupply 
that  demand.  Again,  the  fame  long  win¬ 
ters,  prevent  the  labour  of  Haves  being  of 
any  advantage  in  thefe  Colonies  j  this,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  almod  endlefs  countries  ly¬ 
ing  back,  yet  to  be  fettled  and  filled  with 
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inhabitants,  makes  hands  fo  fcarce,  and  labour 
fo  dear,  that  no  kind  of  manufadtories  can  be 
fet  up  and  fupported  in  thefe  Colonies :  And 
thus  it  appears  on  one  hand,  that  the  inha¬ 
bitants  are  obliged  by  neceility  to  take  great 
quantities  of  goods  from  the  Mother  Coun¬ 
try  ;  fo  on  the  other,  it  is  no  lefs  evident, 
that  nature  hath  denied  them  the  means  of 
returning  any  thing  diredtly  thither  to  pay  for 
thofe  goods. 

When  thefe  Angular  circumftances  are 

fully  known,  and  duly  confidered,  it  will 
eafily  be  found  what  the  caufe  is,  that  a 
much  greater  number  of  fhips  and  fmaller 
veffels  are  employed  by  the  people  of  thefe 
Colonies,  than  of  any  others  in  the  world : 
Unable  to  make  remittances  in  a  diredl  way, 
they  are  obliged  to  do  it  by  a  circuity  of 
commerce  unpradtifed  by  and  unneceffary  in 
any  other  Colony.  The  commodities  fhip- 

ped 


ped  off  by  them  are  generally  of  fuch  a  na¬ 
ture,  that  they  mull  be  confumed  in  the 
country  where  firft  fold,  and  will  not  bear 
to  be  refhipped  from  thence  to  any  other  j 
from  hence  it  happens  that  no  one  market 
will  take  off  any  great  quantity;  this  o- 
bliges  thefe  people  to  look  out  for  markets 
in  every  part  of  the  world  within  their 
reach,  where  they  can  fell  their  goods  for 
any  tolerable  price,  and  procure  fuch  things 
in  return,  as  may  ferve  immediately,  or 
by  feveral  commercial  exchanges,  to  make 
a  remittance  home. 

Perhaps  it  may  not  be  difagreeable  to 
examine  fome  branches  of  this  commerce  a 
little  more  ^linutely.  We  will  begin  with 
thofe  Colonies  mod:  to  the  Northward,  whofe 
neighbouring  feas  being  ftored  with  filh, 
the  inhabitants  turn  their  induftry  to  catch-* 
jng  and  curing  of  them ;  and  when  they 


are 
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are  become  fit  to  fhip,  all  that  are  called 
merchantable  are  fent  diredly  to  Spain, 
Portugal,  and  Italy,  and  there  fold  for 
money  or  bills  of  exchange,  which  are  fent 
diredly  to  England,  except  a  very  fmall  part 
returned  in  the  fliips  to  America,  in  Salt, 
Raifins,  Lemons,  Pickles,  & c.  A  con- 
fiderable  part  of  the  fifh  yet  remaining, 
which  is  unfit  for  the  European  markets, 
ferves  for  feeding  the  ilaves  in  the  Weft-In¬ 
dies  ;  as  much  of  this  is  fold  in  the  Englilh 
iflands  as  they  will  purchafe,  and  the  re¬ 
fid  ue  fold  in  the  French  and  Dutch  Colonies, 

\ 

and  in  the  end  is  turned  into  a  remittance 
home. 

The  Colonies  next  to  the  Southward  of 
thofe  we  have  been  fpeaking  of,  export 
lumber,  horfes,  pork,  beef,  and  tobacco 
(of  a  poor  and  unmerchantable  kind  which 
is  raifed  in  them  •,)  of  thefe  commodities  as 

much 
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much  is  fold  in  all  the  Englilh  Weft-Indies 
as  they  will  purchafe,  the  remainder  is  fold 
to  the  French  and  Dutch,  for  molafles  j 
this  molafles  is  brought  into  thefe  Colonies, 
and  there  diftilled  into  rum,  which  is  fent 

f 

* 

to  the  coaft  of  Africa,  and  there  fold  for 
gold,  ivory,  and  flavesj  the  two  firft  of 

thefe  are  fent  dire&ly  homej  the  flaves  are 
carried  to  the  Englifh  Weft-Indies,  and  fold 

for  money  or  bills  of  exchange,  which  are 
alfo  remitted  to  England. 

As  we  ftill  proceed  further  Southward 
into  the  next  Colonies,  we  fhall  find  their 
principal  produce  is  wheat ;  which  being 
made  in  flour,  is  exported,  and  brought  into 
all  the  Englifh  ports  in  America :  Yet  after 

all  thefe  markets  are  fupplied,  a  large  over¬ 
plus  remains,  which  is  fold  to  the  Spaniards, 

French  and  Dutch,  as  much  as  is  poflible 
'  8  for 
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for  filver  and  gold,  which  is  all  remitted  to 
Great  Britain. 


The  mod  Southern  Colonies  on  the  con¬ 
tinent,  whofe  produce  is  chiefly  tobacco,  na¬ 
val  ftores,  and  rice,  find  a  market  for  their 
goods  in  the  Mother  Country,  and  thereby 
make  their  remittances  in  a  more  diredt  way, 
and  confequently  are  lefs  concerned  in  that 
tedious  round  of  commerce  to  which  the 


others  are  compelled  to  effedt  the  fame 
end. 


Having  given  a  brief  and  impartial  view 
of  the  principal  branches  carried  on  by  the 
Northern  British  Colonies,  we  will  next  en¬ 
deavour  to  enquire,  whether  this  commerce, 
taken  together,  or  any  branch  of  it,  be  de¬ 
trimental  to  the  true  interefts  of  Great 


Britain,  or  in  any  degree  injurious  to  the 

Britifh 
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British  Sugar  Colonies,  and  fhall  then  pro¬ 
ceed  to  confider  the  confequences  that  muft 
follow  the  reflridiion,  limitation,  or  abfo- 
lute  prohibition  of  this  commerce,  or  at 
leaft  fuch  parts  of  it  as  is  carried  on  with 

I 

foreign  nations. 

And  fir  ft  we  fhall  acknowledge,  that 
whatever  bufinefs  or  commerce  in  any  of  the 
Northern  Colonies  interferes  with,  or  is  any 
way  detrimental  to  the  true  intereft,  manu_ 
factories,  trade  or  commerce  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  we  reafonably  expert  will  be  totally 

prohibited.  A  certain  illicit  commerce,  (not 
before  fpoken  of)  pra&ifed  by  fome  of  the 
Colonies  dire&ly  with  Holland  and  Ham¬ 
burgh,  we  confefs  to  be  of  this  kind  ;  a 
like  confeffion  is  due,  with  refpedt  to  thofe 
Chips  that  carry  on  the  Fifh  trade  to  Spain, 
Italy,  and  Portugal,  fo  far  as  they  are  con¬ 
cerned  in  importing  any  of  the  manufac- 

C  tories 


v7v// 


/ 


t  10  ] 

* 

tories  of  thefe  countries  diredtly  into  the 
Colonies ;  though  this  is  fuppofed  to  be  very 
little,  if  at  all  pradifed ;  but  in  bringing 
Raifins,  Lemons,  and  other  perishable  fruits 
diredly  from  thofe  countries  into  the  Co¬ 
lonies,  they  cannot  furely  be  liable  to  the 
fame  cenfure.  For  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Colonies  muft  be  wholly  deprived  of  thefe 

refreshments,  if  they  are  not  received  in 

\ 

this  way,  their  perishable  nature  not  admit¬ 
ting  of  the  round-about  transportation,  firfl 
to  Great  Britain,  and  from  thence  to  the 
Colonies  ;  although  thefe  are  articles  of  little 
confequence  in  themfelves,  yet,  as  consider¬ 
able  profit  is  made  by  them,  from  a  very 
fmall  ftock,  this  greatly  encourages,  and 
confequently  increafes  the  whole  fish  trade, 
which  is  a  bufinefs  of  the  utmoft  impor¬ 
tance  to  all  parts  of  the  nation. 


By 
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.  By  fome  it  may  be  fuppofed,  that  the 
trade  from  the  Colonies  to  the  coaft  of  A- 

frica,  is  in  fome  degree  detrimental  to  the 
interefl  of  Great  Britain,  as  it  interferes 
with  the  Englifh  trade  direCtly  thither,  which 
is  carried  on  principally  with  her  own  ma¬ 
nufactures;  although  this  at  firft  view  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  fome  weight,  yet,  when  it  is 
confidered  that  in  this  trade  from  the  Co¬ 
lonies,  not  only  the  cargo  fent  out,  but  the 
fhip’s  freight.  Mariners  wages,  and  all  the 
profits  of  the  voyage,  is  wholly  converted 
into  a  remittance,  or  in  other  terms,  into 
Britifh  manufactures,  for  the  confumption 
in  thefe  Colonies,  it  will  be  found  that  it  is 
not  injurious,  but  proves  in  the  end  bene¬ 
ficial  to  the  Mother  Country. 

Again,  it  may  be  faid  the  tobacco  fhipped 
off  from  fome  of  the  Colonies  defrauds  the 
King’s  revenue,  and  militates  with  the  Bri- 

C  2  tifh 
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till)  commerce  :  The  force  of  this  objection 
will  be  removed,  by  confidering  that  the 
coldnefs  of  the  climate,  and  the  barrennefs 
of  the  lands  in  the  Colonies  where  this  to¬ 
bacco  is  planted,  is  fuch,  that  it  is  impof- 
fible  to  produce  any  that  will  do  to  fhip  to 
Great  Britain ;  for  neither  the  quality  of 
it  will  bear  the  infpeftion  of  that  market, 
nor  the  value  come  near  paying  the  duty: 
Yet,  this  tobacco,  bad  as  it  is,  finds  a  to¬ 
lerable  market  among  the  poor  Haves  in  the 
Weft- Indies,  who  are  not  able  to  purchafe 
better  ;  from  hence  it  appears,  the  revenue 
could  not  be  bettered  by  this  tobacco  being 
fent  home ;  and  alfo,  that  the  demand  for 
merchantable  tobacco  is  not  lefl'ened  in  any 
degree  by  this  being  ufed  by  the  Negroes, 
who  could  by  no  means  come  up  to  the 
price  of  the  other. 

We 


m 
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We  now  come  to  view  the  commerce  of 
the  Northern  Colonies,  as  it  relates  to,  or 
is  any  way  connected  with  the  British  Sugar 
Colonies.  And  here  we  lhall  by  no  means 
make  the  fame  conceflions,  which  our  duty 
to,  and  dependance  on  the  Mother  Country, 
obliged  us  to  make  in  difcufling  the  former 

part  of  this  queftion ;  but  lhall  here  take 
it  for  granted,  that  every  branch  of  bufinefs 
and  commerce  in  the  Northern  Colonies, 
which  is  beneficial  to  them,  although  it 
may  in  a  lefs  degree  be  injurious  to  the  Su¬ 
gar  Colonies,  ought,  notwithflanding  that, 
to  be  countenanced  and  encouraged. 

What  is  chiefly  complained  of,  is  a  trade 
carried  on  by  the  Northern  Colonies,  with 

the  French  and  Dutch  Sugar  Colonies,  and 
this,  it  is  laid,  is  injurious  to  the  Britilh 
ones ;  this  fuppofed  injury  muff  happen, 
either  by  railing  the  price  of  Northern  pro¬ 
duce 


[  H  ] 

duce  in  our  Weft-India  markets,  or  by 
leffening  the  demand  for,  and  confequently 
the  price  of  their  own :  As  to  the  firffc,  it  is 
univerfally  known  that  every  kind  of  Nor¬ 
thern  produce,  which  finds  any  demand  at 
all  in  our  Weft-India  markets,  is  continually 
carried  thither  in  fuch  quantities,  as  to  keepthe 
market  always  glutted ;  and,  on  a  medium, 
every  article  is  conftantly  fold  as  cheap  there 
as  the  fame  article  can  be  purchafed  at  in 
the  Colony  where  it  is  produced.  And  it 
all  intercourfe  with  the  French  and  Dutch 
was  intirely  flopped,  yet  no  greater  quanti¬ 
ties  of  Northern  produce  would  be  fent  to 
the  Britifh  Sugar  iflands  than  is  now  ;  for 
no  body  can  fuppofe  the  Northern  people 
fo  immoderately  fond  of  trade  as  to  fend  more 

goods  to  any  market  than  can  be  fold  there 
for  the  prime  cofh 

Nor  is  there  more  weight  in  the  other 
part  of  this  complaint,  that  the  fale  of  their 


own 


But  it  is  further  faid,  that  the  French 
Colonies  are  enriched,  and  the  Englilh  ones 
impoveriflied  by  this  commerce :  This  ob¬ 
jection  comes  with  a  bad  grace  from  our 
brethren  of  the  Welt-Indies,  who  are  con- 
ltantly  fupplied  with  every  fort  of  Northern 

I 

produce  at  fifty  per  Cent,  lefs  than  the  fame 
kinds  of  goods  are  fold  for  to  the  French 
and  Dutch,  when  at  the  fame  time,  every 
9  thing 
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own  produce  is  hurt  by  this  commerce  ;  for 
the  whole  that  is  propofed  and  aimed  at  by 
the  Northern  Colonies,  in  this  trade  with 
the  French  and  Dutch,  is  to  put  off  their 

own  produce  for  money  or  molafies,  neither 
of  which  the  Britifh  Sugar  Colonies  have  to 
fpare ;  except  fome  molafies  at  Jamaica, 
the  whole  of  which  is  conftantly  fold  to  the 
Northern  people  by  the  planters,  at  their 
own  extravagant  price. 
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thing  purchafed  in  thefe  Englilh  markets, 
cofts  fifty  per  Cent,  more  than  the  fame  ar¬ 
ticles  are  bought  for  amongft  the  French 
and  Dutch  5  therefore,  if  one  grows  rich, 
and  the  other  poor,  it  doth  not  arife  from 
this  commerce,  but  muft  come  from  other 
caufes,  which  indeed  could  eafily  be  pointed 
out,  were  not  the  talk  invidious. 

Let  us  purfue  this  reafoning  a  little  fur¬ 
ther,  and  inquire,  whether  if  all  inter- 
courfe  with  the  French  and  Dutch  was  at 
an  end,  the  Britilh  Sugar  Colonies  are  ca-. 
pable  of  purchafing  and  making  ufe  of  all 
the  Northern  produce  now  vended  in  the 
whole  Weft-Indies  ?  This  queftion,  the  moll 
fanguine  planters,  notwithftanding  their  good 
opinion  of  their  own  importance,  muft 
anfwer  in  the  negative  :  What  then  is  to  be 
done  with  this  overplus  ?  Muft  the  quantity 

of 
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of  fl fh*  flour,  lumber,  horfes,  &c.  pro¬ 
duced  in  the  Northern  Colonies,  be  leflened 
much  more  than  one  half,  until  they  be 
made  to  dwindle  down  into  the  diminutive 
fize  of  thefe  markets  ?  Or  can  any  fucce- 
daneum  be  pointed  out#  that  will  be  more 
falutary  upon  the  whole  than  the  prelent 

practice  ?  Again,  upon  a  fuppofltion  that 
the  whole  of  the  Northern  produce  could 
be  difpofed  of  in  the  Britifh  Weft-Indies, 
are  they  able  to  furnifh  the  Northern  peo¬ 
ple  with  money,  or  any  thing  elfe  that  will 
enable  them  to  make  the  fame  remittances 
to  the  Mother  Country  they  now  do?  And 
which  is  the  great  and  almoft  foie  end  that 
all  their  commerce  aims  at :  Or,  will  not 
this  be  found  vaftly  to  exceed  their  ability, 
and  that  the  Britifh  manufactures  confumed 
in  thefe  Colonies,  and  the  remittances  made 

from  thence  annually,  greatly  exceed  every 

D  thing 


thing  produced  in  the  Sugar  Colonies,  ex¬ 
cepting  fa  much  of  their  Sugar  and  Rum 
as  will  ferve  for  their  own  remittances. 

Upon  the  whole,  how  very  unkind  and 
ungenerous  tmift  it  be,  in  the  rich,  proud, 
and  overbearing  planters  of  the  Weft-In¬ 
dies,  to  make  ufe  of  all  their  weight  and 
influence  to  limit  and  diftrefs  the  trade,  and 
thereby  to  cramp  and  impoverish  the  poorer 
^Northern  Colonies  $  when  yet  this  con¬ 
duct  brings  no  real  advantage  to  them- 
ielves,  but  only  ierves  to  Shew  forth  a  wan¬ 
ton  difplay  of  the  opulence  and  influence 

of  a  very  few  overgrown  Weft-India 
eftates. 

biom  fuch  a  conduit,  we  might  almoft 
draw  this  untoward  conclufion,  that  as  thefe 
people  are  ufed  to  an  arbitrary  and  cruel  go¬ 


vernment 
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vernment  over  flaves,  and  have  fo  long  tailed 
the  fweets  of  oppreffing  their  fellow  crea- 

f 

tures,  they  can  hardly  forbear  elleeming  two 
millions  of  free  and  loyal  Britilh  fubjedls, 
inhabitants  of  the  Northern  Colonies,  in  the 
fame  light;  and  perfuading  themfelves,  that 
they  are  only  to  be  confidered  as  placed 
there  for  their  own  ufe,  advantage,  and  e- 
molument. 

The  Iall  point  to  be  confidered,  is  the 
confequences  that  mull  follow  upon  the  li¬ 
mitation,  reflxidtion,  or  abfolute  prohibition 
of  this  Northern  commerce.  And  here,  if 
we  confult  experience,  the  furefl  guide  to 
right  reafoning  on  fuch  fubjedls,  we  lhali 
find,  that  the  a£t  of  the  6th  of  George  the 
Second,  commonly  called  the  Suear  A6t 
laying  fo  high  a  duty  on  all  foreign  Sugar, 
Molafies,  and  Rum,  imported  into  the  Bri- 

D  2  tilh 
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tifh  plantations,  amounts,  in  effedt,  to  a 
prohibition,  hath  never  in  any  degree  in- 
creafed  trie  Royal  Revenue,  or  brought  any 
other  real  advantage  to  the  Mother  Coun. 
try  :  Neither  hath  it  been  at  all  more  bene-, 
ficial  to  the  Britifh  Sugar  Colonies,  at  whofe 
inftance  it  was  procured.  But  although  no 
falutary  confequences  have  any  where  fol¬ 
lowed  this  adf,  yet,  many  and  great  mif- 
chiefs  and  disadvantages,  as  well  as  corrupt 
and  icandalous  pradtiies  have  flowed  from  it 
in  ail  the  Englifh  Coionies:  The  merchants, 
unwilling  to  quit  a  trade,  which  was  in  a 
great  meafure  the  foundation  of  their  whole 
circle  of  commerce,  have  gone  into  many 
illicit  methods  to  cover  them  in  flill  carrying 
it  on  j  while  the  Cuflom-Houfe  Officers 
have  made  a  very  lucrative  jobb  of  fhutting 
their  eyes,  or  at  leaft  of  opening  them  no 
farther  than  their  own  private  intereft  required. 

It 


[  J 

It  may  perhaps  be  thought  all  this  may 
be  remedied,  by  appointing  better  methods* 

V  * 

and  creating  other  officers,  that  will  effec¬ 
tually  carry  this  adt  into  execution ;  but  this 
will,  on  ■  trial,  be  found  a  miftake ;  This 
trade  may  be  wholly  ftoptj  but  duties  as 
high  as  are  laid  by  this  adt,  cannot  by  any 
means  whatfoever  be  collected,  being  vaftly 
greater  than  the  trade  itfelf  can  poffibly 
bear ;  therefore,  any  method  effectual  for 
collecting  this  duty,  will  alfo  be  effectual 
for  putting  an  intire  end  to  the  whole 
trade. 

And  if  the  defign  of  the  Britiffi  legifla— 
ture  was,  by  this  adt,  to  increafe  the  King’s 
revenue,  and  not  prohibit  the  trade,  it  might 
have  anfwered  that  end  much  better,  if, 
infiead  of  fix-pence,  for  every  gallon  of 

jnolafies,  the  duty  had  only  been  a  half-penny 

upon 

t 
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upon  each  gallon,  and  in  the  fame  propor¬ 
tion  for  the  other  articles  mentioned  in  the 
adtj  as  the  trade  might  have  borne  fuch  a 
duty,  it  would  have  been  chearfully  paid 

by  the  merchants,  and  would  even  at  this 
late,  produce  a  fai  greater  revenue  yearly  to 
the  crown,  than  has  ever  yet  been  paid  by 
all  the  Continent,  in  America;  and  perhaps 
greater  than  any  higher  duty  will  ever  pro¬ 
duce  ;  for  the  higher  the  duty  is,  the  lefs 
the  trade  will  be,  and  therefore  it  is  not 
unreafonable  to  fuppofe  a  fmall  duty  will 
yield  more  than  a  large  one  can  do.  And 

indeed,  the  whole  exportation  from  tbefe 
Colonies,  confifts  in  articles  of  fo'  great  bulk 
in  proportion  to  the  value,  that  when  a  fhip 
is  loaded  with  them,  and  makes  a  voyage, 

the  hire  of  the  fhip,  mariners  wages  and 
provifions,  in fu ranee,  and  other  neceflary 
charges,  take  lo  great  a  part  of  the  returns* 

7  that 
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that  veiy  fmall  profits  only  can  be  made 

In  any  branch  of  this  trade ;  and  therefore 
it  is  impofiible  it  fliould  bear  any  high  du¬ 
ties. 


If  this  matter  fhould  be  pufiied  further, 
and  an  ad  of  parliament  obtained  for  put¬ 
ting  a  total  fop  to  all  trade  between  the  Nor¬ 
thern  Colonies  and  the  Spanith,  French, 
Dutch,  and  Danifh  fettlements,  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  fuch  an  ad  muft  be  abfolutely  ruinous 
to  thefe  Colonies;  at  leaf  for  a  great 

while,  until  time  and  neceflity  fliall  teach 
the  people  to  make  a  thorough  alteration  in 
theii  whole  domeftic  ceconomy.  And,  if 
to  this  be  added,  a  rigorous  execution  of 
thofe  ads  palTed  long  ago,  (though  hitherto 
Wifely  winked  at)  by  which  the  fifii  Hoips  are 
prohibited  to  bring  any  thing  but  fait  from 
Spain,  Portugal,  and  Italy  $  both  thefe  mea- 
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fures  taken  together,  muft  put  an  effe&ual 
end  to  the  fifihery :  Being  prevented  by  one 
from  importing  the  final!  articles  before 

A  <  > 

mentioned,  in  their  flfips  from  Europe,  al! 
the  clear  profits  of  thefe  voyages  will  be  loft  | 
and  by  the  other,  one  fixth  part  of  their 

whole  fifh,  which  ufed  to  be  fold  in  the  fo- 

»  * 

reign  markets  in  America,  muft  now  periftt 
in  their  hands  for  want  of  buyers :  Thefe 
things  will  fall  fo  heavy,  that  all  thofe  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  fifh  trade,  muft  fink  under 
their  weight ;  and  confequently  the  whole 
fiftfing  bufinefs  be  loft,  and  in  it  the  prin- 
cipal  refource  of  remittances  in  feveral  of 
the  raoft  confiderable  Colonies, 


The  cafe  of  the  other  Colonies  will  not 
be  much  better,  upon  the  meafures  taking 

place,  for  more  than  one  half  of  their  lum¬ 
ber,  flour,  liorfes,  8cc.  ufually  exported, 

muft 
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mult  now  be  on  hand  for  want  of  markets, 
and  their  ability  to  make  remittances  will  be 

decreafed  in  a  much  greater  proportion ;  as 

% 

it  hath  been  by  this  foreign  trade,  and  its 
confequent  branches,  they  have  hitherto  been 
enabled  to  make  the  principal  part  of  their 
returns  to  the  Mother  Country ;  receiving 
very  little  in  their  trade  with  the  Englifh 

iflands,  that  ever  can  be  made  to  ferve  that 
great  purpofe. 


Another  great  mifchief  fatal  to  many, 
may  with  certainty  be  pointed  out :  The 

merchants  throughout  the  Continent,  who 

% 

have  been  chiefly  concerned  in  importing  Bri- 
tifh  manufactures  into  America,  and  who 
generally  receive  their  goods  on  credit,  when 
almofl  every  means  of  making  returns  are 
taken  from  them,  mud  fail  in  payment ;  and 
greater  deficiencies  mud  foon  appear  in  the 

E  Colonies, 
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Colonies,  than  we  have  lately  heard  of  in 
Holland  and  Hamburgh,  and  the  lofs,  in  the 

end,  fall  on  the  manufacturers  and  merchants 
of  the  Mother  Country. 

It  requires  no  great  fhare  of  fagacity  to 
perceive  that  all  the  affairs  of  thefe  Colonies 
muft  put  on  a  very  gloomy  appearance,  when 
twenty  thoufand  feamen  and  fifhermen  are 
turned  out  of  employ  j  when  the  {hipping 
they  uled  to  navigate  and  improve,  are  all 
hauled  up,  and  laid  by  as  ufelefs  j  when 
more  than  one  hall  the  hands,  whofe  bufi- 
nefs  it  hath  been  to  make  lumber,  flour, 
beef,  pork,  See.  muft  forfake  their  callings, 
and  find  out  others,  or  ftarve ;  that  thefe 

I 

are  not  the  wanton  exaggerations  of  fancy, 
but  fober  and  ftubborn  fads,  with  their  train 
of  melancholy  confequences,  that  muft  as 
neceflarily  follow,  as  effeds  do  their  caufes. 

7  More- 
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Moreover,  as  the  ability  of  thefe  Colo- 
nies  to  pay  for  Britifh  manufactures,  will 
be  two  thirds  taken  away,  the  people  muft 
content  themfelves,  and  make  the  bed:  they 

l 

can  of  the  one  third  part  they  are  ftill  able 
to  purchafe ;  and  thofe  who  are  taken  from 
the  fea,  the  fifhery,  and  the  other  branches 
of  bufinefs  before-mentioned,  with  mul¬ 
titudes  belides,  who  will  not  be  able  by  any 
means  to  procure  fuch  European  goods  as 
they  want,  muft  be  compelled,  by  mere 
neceffity,  to  employ  themfelves  in  fuch 
eoarfe  and  homely  manufactories,  as  their 
ability  and  {kill  will  enable  them ;  fupplying 

their  neceftities  in  the  beft  manner  they  can 

< 

by  their  labour  ;  having  this  encouragement 
always  before  them,  that  practice  will  make 
them  more  expert  in  their  feveral  bufineftes  : 
And  as  all  kinds  of  cloathing  muft  become 
extremely  fcarce  and  dear,  this  will  encou- 

E  2  rage 
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rage  the  hulbandmen,  in  fpite  of  all  obfta- 
cles,  to  keep  more  (keep,  in  order  to  fupply 
this  demand  ;  fo  that  it  is  very  poffible,  the 
inhabitants  of  thefe  Colonies,  in  the  next 
age,  may  find  they  are  much  bettered  by 

the  meafures  which  have  undone  us  who 
lived  in  this. 

Before  we  leave  this  point,  we  may  be 
permitted  modeftly  to  enquire,  if  any  intel¬ 
ligent  Briton,  who  is  fully  informed  of  all 
the  circumftances  attending  this  whole  quef- 
tion,  can  pollibly  defire  fuch  limitations,  re- 
ftridtions,  and  prohibitions  as  have  been  be¬ 
fore  fpoken  of,  fhould  take  place  in  thefe 
Colonies  ?  Doth  not  Great  Britain  export  to 
the  Colonies  on  this  Continent,  in  her  own 
manufactures,  nearly  to  the  amount  of  two 
millions  a  year  ?  Doth  Great  Britain  pay 
fliore  than  half  a  million  a  year  for  all  the 

un- 
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unwrought  materials  {he  purchafes  abroad, 
and  which  go  into  thefe  manufactures  {he 

fends  to  America?  If  thefe  premifes  are 
true,  doth  there  not  reft  in  her  hands  the 

I 

immenfe  balance  of  one  million  and  an  half 
annually  by  her  exportations  to  thefe  Colo¬ 
nies  ?  And  is  not  this  a  greater  profit  than 
any  other  kingdom  on  earth  draws  from  its 
Colonies?  Although,  for  want  of  juft  in¬ 
formation,  fome  inaccuracies  be  found  in 

thefe  calculations ;  yet,  when  thofe  are  all 
removed,  the  balance  in  favour  of  Great 

Britain,  by  this  commerce  with  her  Colo¬ 
nies,  will  be  found  fo  vaftly  large,  that  it  is 
not  rational  to  believe  any  of  her  well-in¬ 
formed  fons  can  ever  defire  that  this  trade, 

'  s 

or  any  other  which  enables  the  Colonies  to 
fupport  and  carry  this  on,  fhould  be  any  way 
obftrufted,  embarrafled,  or  prohibited,  by 
any  aCts  or  laws  of  her  own  making  5  which, 

though 
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though  they  may  feem  on  the  firft:  view, 
to  be  calculated  for  other  and  better  purpo- 
fes  5  yet  on  a  full  and  clear  examination, 
will  be  found  to  have  a  diredt  tendency  to 
weaken,  and  in  the  end,  deftroy  this  very 
beneficial  intercourfe  between  the  Mother 
Country  and  her  Colonies, 

No  advantages  that  can  poflibly  accrue  to 
the  Sugar  Colonies,  and  through  them  to 
Great  Britain  by  thefe  meafures  being  pur- 
fued,  can  with  juftice  be  put  in  the  balance, 
by  any  reafonable  and  confiderate  man, 
againtt  the  real  and  deftrudtive  mifchiefs  that 
muft  fall  on  the  Northern  Colonies  by  it  5 
and,  through  them,  on  the  Mother  Coun¬ 
try  :  Nor  can  any  fuppofed  increafe  of  the 
Royal  Revenue,  arifing  from  burdens  and 

duties  being  laid  on  all,  or  any  part  of  the 
commerce  in  queftion,  be  any  adequate 
compenfation  to  Great  Britain,  tor  the  lofs 

floe 
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/lie  muft  thereby  fufiain  in  the  exportation 
of  her  own  manufactures.  For  it  may  be 
depended  on  as  an  axiom,  That  nothing  li¬ 
mits  the  confumption  of  Britifh  manufac¬ 
tures  in  the  Northern  Colonies,  but  the 
people  s  ability  to  pay  for  them  j  and  that 
whatever  leffens  that  ability,  will,  in  the  fame 
proportion,  leflen  the  confumption. 


An  obfervation  or  two,  borrowed  from 
a  modern  Hiftorian,  writing  about  the  Co¬ 
lonies  of  another  nation,  lhall  conclude  thefe 

remarks.  “  The  maxim  of  the  Spanifh 
“  Court  has  always  been  to  make  their  pof- 
“  feffions  in  the  Indies,  beneficial  to  the 
“  Crown,  rather  than  to  the  nation ;  and 
this  is  the  true  caufe  that  they  have  been 
much  lefs  ferviceable  than  they  might 
have  been  to  both.  The  want  of  a  free 
V  commerce  has  checked  their  navigation, 

“  hindered 
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u  hindered  their  increafe  of  (hipping,  and 
*«  kept  them  poor  and  weak  in  the  midft  of 
“  riches.-— — The  only  maxim,  there- 
“  fore,  that  can  encourage  trade,  is  making 
«  every  thing  eafy  to  thofe  who  are  difpofed 
«  to  engage  in  it,  and  let  the  profits  of  the 
“  government  be  the  laft  thing  to  be  con- 
“  fidered  j  for  which  they  will  not  be  lefs, 

«  fince  the  monarch  of  a  rich  people  can 

/ 

“  never  be  poor;  and  the  crown,  where 
“  the  people  is  poor,  can  never  be  long 

**  rich.” 

»  )  1  . 

And,  a  (hort  addrefs  to  the  Colonies 

principally  concerned,  (hall  put  an  end  to  the 

whole.  Firft,  let  them  all  be  perfuaded 

not  to  make  any  dependance  on  eluding  the 

force  of  fuch  laws,  as  are  already,  or  may 

hereafter  be  made  for  limiting  and  reftrain- 

ing  their  commerce :  Or  reft  their  hope  on 

the 
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the  indulgence  of  the  Cuftom-Houfe  Of¬ 
ficers,  whofe  duty  it  is  to  fee  thefe  laws  ex¬ 
ecuted  ;  fuch  methods  are  equally  unjufl 
and  ineffectual,  expenfive  and  odious ;  and 
render  the  Colonies  in  which  they  are  prac- 
tifed,  obnoxious  to  the  refentment  of  the 
adminiftration  at  home ;  and  tend  to  juftify 
an  extraordinary  exertion  of  power,  em¬ 
ployed  for  carrying  thefe  laws  into  execu¬ 
tion,  which  otherwife  mud,  have  been  highly 
blame  worthy. 

Rather,  let  their  whole  expectations  of 
relief,  depend  altogether  on  a  proper  appli- 

ft* 

cation  to  the  Britifh  Legiflature :  In  order  to 
this,  all  the  Colonies  concerned  ought  to 

unite,  and  appoint  proper  perfons,  who 

may  prepare  a  true  flate  of  the  commerce 

S  of 


©i  thefe  Colonies,  noting  the  branches 
which  are  peculiar  to  each;  let  this  be  Tent 
to  their  feveral  agents,  and  by  them  jointly 
be  laid  before  the  Lords  Commiffioners  for 
Trade  and  Plantations,  in  order  to  be  ex¬ 
amined  and  correfted,  as  need  may  require ; 
and  from  thence,  and  with  their  recommen¬ 
dation,  let  it  be  brought  before  the  Parlia¬ 
ment,  where  doubtlefs  it  will  be  farther 
examined,  and  duly  conlidered,  and  every 

branch  of  our  commerce  that  coincides  with 
the  general  intereft  of  the  nation,  be  coun¬ 
tenanced  and  eftablifhed ;  and  if  we  prac- 
tife  any,  which  are  found  to  have  a  con- 

4 

trary  tendency,  they  rouft  be  given  up  and 
forfaken. 


[  35  ] 


\ 


This,  or  fomething  very  like  it,  i'urely 
is  the  duty,  as  well  as  the  interefl  of  all  thefe 
Colonies}  and  if  their  caufe  be  good,  as 
mod:  certainly  it  is,  what  have  they  to  fear 
from  fuch  a  procedure?  Or  rather,  what 
have  they  not  to  hope,  from  fuch  an  ap¬ 
plication  and  appeal  to  a  King  who  delights 
in  doing  good  to  all  his  fubjedts }  to  a  peer¬ 
age,  wife,  and  accurate,  guided  by  the 
principles  of  honour  and  beneficence  ;  and 
to  a  reprefentative  body,  penetrating  and 
prudent,  who  confider  the  good  of  the 
whole,  and  make  that  the  meafure  of  their 
public  refolves. 

N.  B.  Since  the  foregoing  Efiay  came  to 
the  Printer’s  hands,  the  Writer  has  obtained 
accounts  of  the  exports  to  North-America* 
2  F  2  and 
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and  the  Weft --India  i  (lands,  by  which  it 
appears,  that  there  has  been  fome  increafe 
of  trade  to  thofe  iflands  as  well  as  to  North 
America,  though  in  a  much  lefs  degree. 

The  following  extradt  from  thefe  ac¬ 
counts  will  (how  the  reader,  at  one  view, 
the  amount  of  the  exports  to  each,  in  two 
different  terms  of  five  years ;  the  terms  taken 
at  ten  years  diftance  from  each  other,  to  fhow 
the  increafe,  viz. 

\  + 

Firft  Term,  from  1744  to  1748,  inclufive. 
Northern  Colonies.  Weft  India  Iflands. 

1744 — £-640,114  12  4 - £.796,112  17  9 

1745 -  534,3*6  2  5 - 503,669  19  9 

1746— —  754,945  4  3 - 472,994  '9  7 

1747 - -726,648  46  5 — - - 856,463  18  6 

1748 — 330,243 16  9- — 734^95 15  3 

Total,  £3,486,268  2  2  £3>3°3,  a37  *0 

Difference,  122,930  10  4 


£.  3,486,268  1  2 

Second 
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Second  term,  from  1754,  to  1758,  inclufive. 
Northern  Colonies.  Weft-India  Iflands. 


1754— £.1,246,615  1  n— £685,675  s  o 
x755 — • — 1,177*848  6  10 — -694,667  13  3 

1756  - 1,428,720  18  10 - 733»458  16  3 

1757  - 1,727,924  2  10 — 776,488  o  6 

1758  - 1,832,948  13  10 - 877,571  19  11 


Total,  £.  7,414*057  4  3  £3*767*84!  12  11 

Difference,  3,646,215  11  4 


£  7*414*057  4  3 

In  the  firft  term,  total  for 

the  Weft-India  Iflands.  3,3 63,337  10  10 

In  the  fecond  term,  ditto.  3,767,841  12  11 

Increafe  only  £.  0,404,504  2  1 

In  the  firft  term,  total  for 

the  Northern  Colonies.  3,486,268  1  2 

In  the  fecond  term,  ditto.  7,414,057  4  3 

Increafe,  £.  3,927,789  3  i 

By 


I 


o  -si  I: 
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By  thefe  accounts  it  appears,  that  the  ex¬ 
ports  to  the  Weft-India  Iflands,  and  to  the 
Northern  Colonies,  were  in  the  firft  term 
nearly  equal  j  the  difference  being  only 
122,9361.  10s.  4 d.  and  in  the  fecond  term, 
the  exports  of  thofe  Iflands  had  only  in- 
creafed  404,5041.  2 s.  id.  Whereas  the 
increafe  to  the  Northern  Colonies  is 
3,927,7891.  3s.  id.  almoft  FOUR  MIL¬ 
LIONS. 


FINIS. 
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